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CHEUNG KONG CENTER
HONG KONG

A
South elevation, scale 1:1500

B
Site plan
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Context and Site: The site for the Cheung Kong Center is 
right between two large bank buildings: the Hong Kong and
Shanghai Bank to the west and the Bank of China to the east.
The design of the Cheung Kong Center was developed in re-
sponse to two major project requirements: first, the local plan-
ning authority parameters for the height and massing of the
proposed building in relation to its two prominent neighbors;
and, second, the use of feng shui principles to determine the
basic design of the building. The context of Hong Kong also 
demanded that the building be highly expressive in its lighting,
so that it would have a presence on both the daytime and 
nighttime skyline of the city. 

Architectural Form and Expression: The 280-meter building
takes the form of a tall, elegant, and well-proportioned square
prism. A feng shui master consulted on the project suggested
the overall shape of the building, its square plan, orientation,
and the need for a highly reflective curtain wall. The Hong Kong
and Shanghai Bank and the Bank of China are both sculptured
idiosyncratic forms, giving character to the skyline of Hong
Kong. The form of the Cheung Kong Center does not attempt to
compete with its neighbors; rather, it establishes its presence
through its simplicity and elegance, and in contrast to these
sculptural buildings. The crystalline reflective structure holds
its own on the Hong Kong skyline.

Curtain Wall Components: The reflective glass wall is modu-
lated by a wrapping grid of stainless steel lines. The corners 
of the buildings are slightly chamfered to accentuate the 
tautness of the building envelope and the surface continuity 
of the stainless steel grid. 

Stainless steel is employed as the primary material because
of its luminous character and its ability to reflect natural and 
artificial light. The horizontal divisions between the spandrel

and vision panels are punctuated by brake-formed stainless
steel fins that reflect both kinds of light and give the tower its
strong layered texture (especially when illuminated at night).
The vertical column covers that run the height of the tower are
articulated as two engaged half-cylinders, which modulates
their scale and provides a cleavage where the floodlights 
can be mounted. 

Because the individual pieces of vision and spandrel glass
are relatively large, 10mm-thick laminated glass is used for its
strength and flatness. The glass is clear with a highly reflective
sputter-coating of stainless steel, giving the material a silvery,
dense finish that makes it hard to distinguish vision panels from
spandrel panels. 

At night, the dense pattern of light fixtures on the exterior 
of the building makes the tracery of the stainless steel grid
glow, defining the prismatic quality of the building form. The
floodlights mounted onto the stainless steel curtain wall
column covers (arranged on an 8-meter grid vertically and 
horizontally) give the building a textural layer visible during the
day. After dark, the floodlight evens out as it is visually dis-
persed through the stainless steel’s linen finish (which gives 
the light thousands of corrugated surfaces to reflect on). 
A secondary, denser pattern of fiber-optic lighting is integrated
into the curtain wall skin at the intersection of the panels. This
fiber-optic system allows the building’s illumination to change
color and design during times of festivities. A bright edge of
light crowning the top of the building further accentuates its
form against the night sky.
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Night view of east elevationNight view from Star Ferry
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C
Typical mid-rise floor plan showing 
concrete structure

D
Corner and vertical mullion detail
1 Fiber-optic light
2 Laminated spandrel glass with reflective

coating, stainless steel finish
3 Insulated spandrel with metal shadow box
4 Custom extruded aluminum mullion system
5 Stainless steel with linen finish
6 Fiber-optic emitter lens

E
Section through uppermost levels showing 
belt and outrigger trusses and roof feature
1 Uplit roof feature
2 Belt truss
3 Outrigger truss
4 Stainless steel
5 Bracketed uplight

South elevation
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Detail view of baffled uplightCurtain wall visual mock-upWest elevation during curtain wall installation

Detail view of curtain wall and exterior 
lighting pattern
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F
Axonometric showing chamfered 
corner condition

G
Plan detail at primary vertical mullion
1 Laminated spandrel glass with reflective

coating, stainless steel finish
2 Baffled uplight on adjustable mount
3 Stainless steel #4
4 Linen stainless steel finish
5 Window washing track
6 Openable window
7 Concrete column

H
Typical wall section
1 Linen finish stainless steel mullion cap
2 Stainless steel #4 light scoop
3 Baffled light fixture on adjustable mount
4 Stainless steel #4 light bracket with 

stepped profile
5 Stainless steel
6 Laminated vision glazing with reflective

coating, stainless steel finish. Structural 
silicone capture

7 Laminated spandrel glazing with stainless
steel finish. Structural silicone capture

8 Metal back pan at shadowbox
9 Blind
10 Openable transom light
11 Custom extruded aluminum mullion

Location
Hong Kong, S.A.R.
Dates
1996–1999
Client
Cheung Kong Holdings Ltd. and Hutchison
Whampoa Property
Building Program
Offices
Height
280 meters; 62 floors
Building Structural System
Concrete and steel
Curtain Wall Type
Unitized
Mullions
Stainless steel (#4 and linen finish)
Spandrel Panels
Reflective spandrel glass
Glass Type
Reflective vision glass

Lighting
Metal halide/fiber optics, integrated fiber- 
optic “stars”, along with exterior wall mounted
floodlight fixtures over the entire curtain wall
Curtain Wall Manufacturer
Permasteelisa
CP&A Project Team
Design Principal: Cesar Pelli
Collaborating Designer and Project Principal:
Fred Clarke
Design Team Leaders: Jon Pickard, Mark
Shoemaker
Project Manager: Lawrence Ng
Designers: Greg Barnell, Heather Coyne, Sascha
Gerharz, Michael Hilgeman, Russell Holcomb,
Yasushi Kikuchi, George Knight, Anthony
Markese, Takahiro Sato, Heather Young
Associate Architect
Leo A. Daly
Structural Engineer
Ove Arup & Partners
Curtain Wall Consultant
Israel Berger & Associates
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